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Jerry D. Higgins has been named  

the 2006 Jahns Distinguished Lecturer.  
 
 

The 2006 AEG/GSA Richard Jahns Distinguished Lecturer in Engineering Geology 
 
Jerry D. Higgins, Ph.D., P.G. has been named the 2006 Jahns Distinguished Lecturer. 
The Association of Engineering Geologists and the Engineering Geology Division of the 
Geological Society of America (GSA) jointly established the Richard H. Jahns 
Distinguished Lectureship in 1988 to commemorate Jahns and to promote student 
awareness of engineering geology through a series of lectures offered at various locations 
around the country throughout the year. Richard H. Jahns (1915-1983) was an  
engineering geologist who had a diverse and distinguished career in academia, 
consulting, and government.  
 
Dr. Higgins has served on the Geology and Geological Engineering faculty at the 
Colorado School of Mines since 1986.  He received a B.S. Geology degree from Missouri 
State University (1969) and M.S. Geology and Ph.D. Geological Engineering degrees 
(1975 and 1980) from the University of Missouri-Rolla.  Prior to coming to CSM, Dr. 
Higgins served on the civil engineering faculty at Washington State University and as a 
geological engineer with a consulting engineering firm and with the City of Springfield, 
Missouri.  
 
Dr. Higgins has taught many engineering geology courses and short courses.  His major 
areas of research are slope stability, rockfall analysis and mitigation, debris flow 
mechanics, seismic hazard assessment, geotechnical design in loess, characterization of 
expansive bedrock, construction materials characterization, and engineering geologic 
mapping.  He has completed over $1.4 million in funded research from government and 
private industry. He was a contributing author to the Transportation Research Board 



(TRB) publication “Landslides: Investigation and Mitigation”, coauthored the 
internationally known Colorado Rockfall Simulation Program (CRSP), authored testing 
standards for flexible fence rock-fall barriers, and has published numerous technical 
papers on engineering geology.  Presently, he is part of a TRB task force preparing a 
book on rockfall science.   He has given numerous invited presentations and workshops 
in the U.S. and Europe on many engineering geology topics. 
 
An active member of the Association of Engineering Geologists since 1975, Dr. Higgins 
has served as chair of the Rocky Mountain Section, chair of the Academic and Student 
Affairs Committee, and has planned numerous technical symposia at national meetings.  
He is a member of the TRB Engineering Geology and Rockfall committees.  He served 
five years as the geological engineering representative to the ABET, Inc. Engineering 
Accreditation Commission, and presently serves on the ABET Board of Directors.  He is 
also active on the SME Education and Curricular Issues committee and serves as a trainer 
for geological engineering accreditation evaluators. 
 
The 2006 Jahns lecture titles include: “Rockfall Analysis and Mitigation”, “Engineering 
Geology of Expansive Soils and Bedrock”, “Site Characterization for Slope Stability 
Assessment”, and “Preparation for Careers in Engineering and Environmental Geology”.   
Requests for scheduling lectures should be directed to Jerry Higgins at 
jhiggins@mines.edu.   


